CHURCH TO CHURCH WALKS

AROUND THE BINSEY TEAM

St John, Bassenthwaite

to

St Bega, Bassenthwaite

	Distance:
	5 miles (8 km) + 2½ miles to return to start

	Time:
	about 2 hours walking, maybe more, + 1 hour to return to start

	Grid References:
	start – NY 229316   end – NY 226287

	Terrain:
	short sections of road but mostly fields, fellside, and woodland paths

	Gradients:
	some steep ups and downs

	Underfoot:
	good, two small becks to ford

	Church Access:
	St John – open all day

St Bega – open at all times


This is one of a set of twelve guides to walks around the Binsey Team.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Italics are used for descriptions of scenery and points of interest which are not essential to route finding.
St John to Orthwaite road – 1½ miles
From the church, taking care and keeping to the verge, walk north up the A591 for about 150 metres to the crossroads where turn right up School Road.  Pass the School on your right, and, after the bend, the Parish Room on the left.  At the first junction turn right along Burthwaite and where the road turns sharp left, go straight ahead over a stone stile.  

Walk down the edge of the field with fence on right, go through a gate, cross Chapel Beck on a wooden footbridge, and go through another gate.  Turn left with fence and beck on left at first, then bear right up a steep slope through trees.  At the top of the slope, bear left with a fence on your right to a stile.  Cross the stile and walk along the field edge with fence on your left.  When the fence turns away to the left, look across to where it comes back again, and go over the stile facing you.  In the next field keep close to the fence on your right as it turns right to a gate and stile.  There are views to the right of Bassenthwaite village, Park Wood, Bank Wood, St John's Church, Bassenthwaite Lake, Wythop Woods, straight ahead to Ullock Pike, and left to Skiddaw.
Go ahead to the corner of the field and turn left, keeping in the same field.  Where the fence on your right kinks right, go straight ahead following the ruts of a grass-grown track.  Keep a sharp look out for a stile on the right next to a large oak tree – this is easily missed, but if you get to the field gate you will know you have gone too far and must go back looking more carefully.  When located, cross the stile and a wooden sleeper over a ditch, followed by a stone and log to help you over a muddy patch.  Turn half left and walk up the field.  With a hawthorn tree on your right, ford the watercourse, Collier Sike, to reach a stile in the corner.  After crossing the stile a breather may be taken while you admire the view of the lake, Wythop Woods, Sale Fell, Broom Fell,  and Lord's Seat.  Turn right along the road for just over a quarter of a mile.

Orthwaite Road via Southerndale to A591 – 2 miles

Just before a parking area on the left, go up a slope on the left and through a gate, signposted “Public Footpath Barkbeth ½ mile”.  Go north-east up the gravel track for a few metres, ford a beck, and continue in the same direction with gorse bushes on the right at first and then on both sides.  If the gorse is in flower and the sun is shining, the coconut aroma can be very strong.  At a line of hawthorn trees, turn right, cross a watercourse, and go up the field keeping the hawthorns on your left.  When the hawthorns end, continue in the same direction on a grass path with a low bank on the left, but giving any cows with calves a wide berth.  Do not go ahead to where ground begins to rise steeply, but keep a careful look out for where the grass path turns sharp left and follow it up to a gate.

Go through the gate, and when you have closed it you can lean on it and take in the view.   Carry on straight across the next field to a gate and ladder stile, after which keep on the grass path which climbs and curves right.  The path then flattens and reaches a gate and stile.  Left and ahead is secluded Southerndale.  IMMEDIATELY after the gate/stile, scramble up to the right beside the wall.

Keep close to the wall, enjoying the unfolding panorama, as the wall curves round to head south.  Carry on close by the wall or wire fence on your right, or on one of the sheep trods running parallel, until a more distinct path develops, which follow for about half a mile.  At the top of a rise before the path starts its steep plunge downward, the main route to Ullock Pike goes up to the left.  At this point your destination, St Bega's Church, can be seen ahead right, near the lake and tucked into its sheltering group of trees.
Go carefully down the steep gravelly path with wire fence on your right.  At the bottom, enter woodland through a gate, going down some rocky steps and a short slope to a level path where turn left.  Ignore a path going up to the left and keep on the now gently descending path.  At a crossing of paths go straight on, still descending gently.  An area where trees have been felled gives a view on the right.  Approaching the road, ignore a path going back on the right, and carry on down to a wooden footbridge over a little beck.

A591 via Old Sawmill Tearoom to St Bega – 1½ mile

Beyond this, do not go down to the road but follow the path curving left.  Cross over a gravel access track which runs up to beehives on the left.  Keep on along the clear footpath parallel to and just above the road (A591) on the right.  At first Sandhills Farm (free range eggs, B&B) can be seen on the other side of the road in the foreground, and beyond, from left to right, Barf, Lord's Seat, Broom Fell, Wythop Woods, and Sale Fell.  Then, although the view is obscured there is an interesting variety of tree species to identify along the path.  After just over half a mile, you reach and cross a coach parking area and go up the tarmac slope opposite, past a vehicle barrier.  Take the first footpath on the right, going steeply down, curving left, and then up again.  Turn very sharp right down to and across the wooden footbridge over Skill Beck, to arrive at toilets and the Old Sawmill Tearoom.  

After visiting either or both of these facilities, go down to the car park entrance and, WITH CARE, cross the main road to the entrance to Mirehouse.  Turn left and walk down the grass verge for a few metres to take the signed footpath through a gate to the right, with the single-storey lodge on your right.  After a few metres the grass path joins a tarmac drive.  Follow this straight ahead, then round a bend to the right, and on between beech hedges towards buildings ahead.

At the buildings turn left onto a gravel path with the Garden Hall car park on your left; the lake can now be seen ahead.  Follow the path as it swings right between metal fences and beneath magnificent specimen trees.  After the trees, Mirehouse can be seen by looking back to your right.  Continue with a holly and hawthorn hedge on your left.  When you reach a stream, Skill Beck, do not cross it but turn left on a gravel path beside the beck to reach a metal gate out onto a wide open pasture dotted with large trees.  Go straight ahead on a grass-grown gravel path.  After passing through a stand of oak trees and bearing left, you arrive at St Bega's Church.

To return to St John's Church – 2½ miles

Follow the instructions in the first section (St Bega's Church to Scarness) of the St Bega, Bassenthwaite to St Barnabas, Setmurthy leaflet BUT in the last paragraph take the turning on the right to Bassenthwaite.  When you reach the main road (A591) turn right, with care, to reach St John's Church.
Extract from Hymn to St Bega

Bega maiden fair of face

Daughter of an ancient race

Honoured more for Godly grace

Than for human provenance

Make us loathe all evil ways,

Teach us what you learnt, to praise

Christ our Lord in joyous phrase

Proud at our inheritance.

translation by Ven. Walter Ewbank
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